Gems & Fine Jewelry

Virtual Fantasy VS. Real Space
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1. Entrance details - special treated copper surface in black color strokes 2. Facade



The project is a jewelry store targeting clients of the rich and famous; it is located in Taipei's premier
street where mansions and luxury apartments abound. Celia's design appears as a very expensive
commercial space yet is not like a typical commercial store; it looks more like a guest salon, or a living
room welcoming everybody to come in. Clients enter the store more like walking into their own living
room where they can enjoy a moment of relaxation before shopping.

The store is cramped between two entrance gateways of a mix-used building. The first sight of this
store is one of strict symmetry and its total layout follows a symmetrical layout as well. Due to its limited
scale, the display strategy dominates the design and this made Celia be more particular in the
furnishing details. Furniture pieces in a floral pattern and lighting fixtures join in key positions which seem
to be reserved for ladies only. In one corner an old wood log sits in front of a mirrored working table; the
space depicts an air of relaxing pleasure. Seating positions are arranged in a casual layout; they invite
customers to sit in ways they cozily enjoy.

The store sells only high-price tag items and that is what its display strategy is focused on; there are
only a few display cabinets; they are custom designed and made of the finest wood work and details.
Leather, copper and hardwood textures mix within the boxes and exhibit the finest craft and
sophistication.
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3. Detail design - entrance 4. Detail design - display cabinet 5. Detail design - furnishing objects 6. Display
strategy displays a neat texture and details 7. French style antique furniture and colorful floral pattern fabric

=
=N
B

- an air of female delight 8. The store is like a salon or a resident's living room




For professional gem connoisseurs, lighting is
crucial; diamond needs daylight to radiate their
brilliance yet color stones need warm light.
Celica and the store owner worked together
on many design studies to learn how natural
and artificial lighting could be controlled in this
store. Other lighting systems were also studied
in particular ways.

The 19th century salon space was a locus
where upper middle class females created a
vision of the world; the space was a symbol of
an exquisite life style in early modernism.

Celia's design is such a "salon" representing a

social dialogue between man's desire and
"things" Jewelry is a media linking female's
interior, their passion and psyche. Translated
by Ray S.C.Chu & David Mark Riz
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9. A cozy lounge invites everybody to sit down
10. Jewelry appraisal quarter 11. Hardwood
cabinet and leather treatment surface 12. Fine
details on the display cabinets 13. Sofa sitting
corner




