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Celia Chu Design “R1&% Celia Chu graduated from the Parsons School of

Design, and then learned design for hospitality
BN iBHParsons School of Design * BN A  facilities after graduation. She returned to Taiwan
BIBRERERET A E » FARE B IREER o 2007 £E3R and set up her own company Celia Chu Design.
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BHaikaS th 2 Rosewood, New World, JW Now she is the hottest designer pretty much
Marriott, Ritz-Carlton, Hyatt International ~ EI&X desired by Rosewood, New World, JW Marriott,
ERIERARIBIEHEESEFER ERREIISEZET Ritz-Carlton, Hyatt International, Ambassador
Bl o Hotel, and other famous hotel brands.
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1. Indian and South Eastern food kitchen and its interior furnishings 2. Reception space is ample enough to cope with a sudden surge of
customers
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3. A high ceiling gives ample feeling. Color is sharply divided from the upper section that is white, verses the
lower section that is colorful 4. Independent seating area is furnished with a blue color sofa 5. Bar table is
popular for foreign tourists 6. A view from the main entrance to peer deeply into the dessert counter
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7. Sofa in orange color strips looks like a giant piece of Naya cake 8. A view from outdoor sitting area toward bar table 9. Outdoor dining area
is like being submerged in a tropical forest 10. Less exaggerated lighting offers a rather calm and peaceful ambience for the customers
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JP Teres, a restaurant, is inside the Grand Hyatt Kuala Lumpur.
The building is adjacent to the Kuala Lumpur Convention Center,
and receives attention from many international customers. The
restaurant offers casual dining for customers who have been tied
up in meetings and love to enjoy a less formal meal in a causal
mood.

Spatial layering in a limited size

Even right along street front the plan shows the initial difficulty for
the designer because it suffers from an awkward curved front
and insufficient depth. Celia Chu expanded the space from
interior to the exterior and this allows an outdoor space to be
used as dining area. Dining outdoor is a pleasant experience in
this city and easy merges with the activity in the Conventional
Center.

The space has a precise border between the service space and
the place offering service, but nothing is actually divided in the
dining area. Celia Chu said that the relationship between the
indoor and out is carefully laid out because she wanted
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customers to feel fully invited by the outdoor landscape as
he/she enters the reception space and that they would like stay
outside rather routinely find seats in the indoor space.

Creating spatial layering was one of the most important design
strategies for Celia Chu; she created many small dining corners,
which are merged into the big space. The private corner seating
areas provide convenience for single customers while also
creating an interesting view indoors.

Scorching heat and greenery

Malaysia is close to the Equator so its weather is typically
tropical. Located in central Kuala Lumpur, JP Teres reflects local
weather and hides behind thick greenery. Celia Chu's original
design concept was to create a restaurant hidden deep inside a
tropical jungle. She said: | wanted an urban forest which
shrouded any artificial structure and even have the structure
totally occupied from the exterior to the interior space.

The outdoor dining court is indeed hidden behind thick brushes
and trees; Wiggling shadows and blue sky give a complete
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11. A view from the second floor towards the dining hall 12. Skylight above along with artificial lighting exhibit a sense of mystery 13.
Chandelier supported by humble metal framework provides a balanced beauty 14. An artificial tree designed by a Japanese artist.

impression of a tropical jungle, and tropical heat needs to be
dispersed when the outdoor temperature is high.

Celia Chu did not just plants trees to yield a tropical impression;
she also implanted many art pieces to augment the feeling. A
Japanese artist's golden tree sculpture comes down from the
ceiling like a sacred tree; when light casts on its body the
shadows are mystically imprinted everywhere in the space. The
light and shadow-dangling dance brings to a tropical scene a
sight unlikely to be forgotten.

Space for local identity

When asked why she uses thin fabrics in such large amounts to
furnish the space, Celia Chu said a local rice cake called Naya
Cake inspired her. On the surface of the Naya Cake, there are
many color stripes; therefore the layering strip and rich color layer
became a main visual impression of the restaurant.

Color is usually very important to deliver a local impression; Celia
Chu nevertheless avoided a color that is too bright such as red.
Instead she adopted orange to provide a color link to the locale.

Color in the India and South Eastern food kitchen is usually
dominated by gray/black slate mingled with orange color marble.
In the Chinese food kitchen, the color is completely black
because Celia Chu loves to see orange flames dangling vividly
on shiny surface of the black marble. The space that is clad with
color marble or granite are all below 3.5 meters and space
above 3.5 meters is painted white with several light color strips;
Celia Chu said the scale control set by 3.5 meters is because
people can only detect space below 3.5 meters.

Light fixtures in this restaurant were all custom designed and
made. She opened up a portion of the lampshade so the lighting
quality pretty much shows sharp difference in different directions.
Nebulous lighting quality provides a mystic impression and sharp
and long shadows on the other side create the same feeling.
Outdoor lighting is subdued and leaves any noise hidden behind
the wall.
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15. Different dining quarters offer
different dining quality for customers
16.17. A chandelier type fixture
illuminates the second floor private
lounge 18. The first floor plan 19. The
second floor plan
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Materials used in this restaurant are not particularly unique but rather

the design is focused on the color program. Color was selected to match
not just spatial needs or visual comfort but also provoke a right emotion.
Artificial lighting, art objects, and materials also carefully provide color.

JE@EZEL Communication Notes
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The restaurant is near Kuala Lumpur Convention Center and the client
hopes people from all over the world will drop by this restaurant. Its food
is not just to entertain top end customers who lodge inside the hotel but
also for local people for causal dining. The spatial ambience had to keep
a balance between luxury and casual comfort.



