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Design] Celia Chu Design/Celia Chu

Participants] Rebecca Tsai, Chia-Lun Jen, Jay Su, Miyuki Ueda
Lighting DesignJ Uno Lai

Photographers1 Nacasa & Partners Inc.

Category | Restaurant

Location] Danang City, Vietham

Sizel 308m?2

Materials1 crushed porcelain, terracotta floor tile, teak, woven grass mat
Design period] September 2008 — February 2012

Celia Chu Design / sR16% Celia Chu Design

2 3 JR #H U Parsons School of Design » &% DI A B | Celia Chu graduated from the Parsons School of
PRZENEEET/AT] » WY EBIREEFE ST - 2007 TFiR &R | Design, and then learned hospitality facilities design
#% Celia Chu Design » EG@iE M EBEIANN » EZ{@EZE | after graduation. She returned to Taiwan and set up
IEEILRE XNERS ~ G2 AHEE Hyatt SB/S ~ s =EHANEL | her company Celia Chu Design. She has worked
Crowne Plaza ;&5 2RI E AR TEAIE - BRISRIEZS | in many projects such as Ambassador Hotel Taipei,
t3/2 Rosewood, New World, JW Marriott, Ritz-Carlton, Hyatt, Crown Plaza in Geneva and Silk Cotton Tree
Hyatt International ~ BIE XER/SE R ARG EIEZEBIPEA | Hotel in Shenzhen. Now she is the hottest designer in
EfRERIEHVISEFRSTEM demand by Rosewood, New World, JW Marriott, Ritz-
Carlton, Hyatt International, Ambassador Hotel, and
other famous chain hotels.
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1. Swimming pool is immediately adjacent to the Pool House 2. A view from the pool towards the Pool House. The building blends into the nature
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3. Three sides of the Pool House are totally transparent. Service is hidden behind the rear space 4. Royal court motif and fishing shed give inspiration
to both the building and its detail design 5. Every seating position enjoys beauty from the nature and pool reflection
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Pool House is a restaurant in the Hyatt Regency Danang City. Taking advantage
of the regional geographical significance, Celia Chu built the restaurant as if it
was imbedded into nature surrounded by Non Nuoc Beach, a beautiful sand
beach stretching over the site. The restaurant is impressive by its size and scale
and maintains a great attitude with the nature.

Among the three restaurants Celia Chu has designed for the hotel the Pool
House is the smallest. But it is the only one among the three that has the privilege
of being directly joined with a pool and has an ocean view. Three sides of the
facade are all clad with big glass panels and the total transparency gives an
impeccable view towards natural beauty.

The seating area is arranged along three transparent sides. Functional and
service spaces are all situated along the closed side except an open style
kitchen. The arrangement of the seating aligns with both the windows and kitchen
border to create three rectangular geometrical patterns on the plan. The layering
offers convenience for the customers because they can select the best seating
positions for their group size or the way they preferred to sit. In the positions near e
the kitchen the seating area is slightly higher to form a quarter for both enriching
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the internal spatial rhythm and giving customers a better outdoor view. s
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Spatial pattern — a cultural legacy Z e ™ - ; ~
The Pool House offers meals from breakfast to dinner. Two main local delicacies ‘ - B ST ’ i
Mi Quang rice noodles and Cao lau noodle are well known regional foods. The & e T, s - I h b ,t,
unique feature of the Pool House is based on its precise local ambience and g n . - gt =1 i B ‘ . L] \p‘jl
spatial features that pushed Celia Chu to study local culture in a serious way. She L ——— Y = 1 3 ey . e L

studied the old Viethamese royal court embroidery technique and transformed
the pattern into an architectural motif. She also learned how the locals build their
fishing cabins in relation to the site. She believed the right way to portray the
uniqueness of the restaurant was to center on the idea of the site and its local
cultural identity.

Decorative motifs in Pool House are identical to those of the local architecture.
They were used to embellish the window mullions, bar table and kitchen wall
surfaces. Octagonal elements mix with broken blue-and-white porcelain pieces
give the room a surreal Asian beauty. Furnishing objects and elements such as -
drapery, sofa fabrics all give similarity to local clothing patterns. i
The building itself gives similar local features to the building style; the roof top is /
supported by wood beams, colored in deep brown. The joint details that link glass f

panel and wall surface to the ceiling are tailored in a very indigenous material: ..-_.'5:5; - ;
plant fabric. The reddish terra-cotta tile floor brings an unmistaken impression of ! = "“‘*a«..‘_k“ 6
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local architecture.

Celia Chu’s tailored design and custom made furniture pieces are unique. - &
Outdoor water-drip chairs are particularly interesting. She invited many local

artisans and craft masters to work with her. Most of the furnishing objects are their

works. o
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6. Interior details that show local motifs 7. Mullion motif and broken blue-and-white porcelain
clad the bar counter 8. Night view of the Pool House — b
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The design is inspired by a local beach shed and decorative motif from the
ancient royal court. The design team carefully studied local fabrics, wood
structures, and decorative motifs which were then transformed them into new
design modes. Even the colors used inside the restaurant were taken directly
from local fabric colors.
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FBEIBEEL Communication Note Hu e —

This restaurant is one among many similarly theme restaurants owned by a
famous hotel chain. The client wanted each restaurant to have its own unique
design feature with each having a direct link to the local culture and design
identify.

Pool House is situated in a primary location near beach and directly linked to a
swimming pool. It is virtually a glass box and tailored under precise and simple
geometrical control. The precision dialogues well with the local motifs and
decorative patterns.
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9. Outdoor dining space and its furniture arrangement 10. Open style kitchen
view and prominent crafted motif pattern and blue-and-white porcelain
covered counter top 11. An intimate afternoon of Pool House interior view 12.
Even in the deepest zone of the restaurant, customers still can view outdoor
natural beauty 13. Plan
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