White Rose Chapel,Japan
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1. Skylight intertwines with the canopy structure and creates a fantastic lighting experience
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Celia recounted a story that is
directly linked to the design. Last

g
— specialized in cultivating white roses

year, a Kyushu farmer who

= encountered a total loss because of

= a big flood; he felt doomed and
decided to give up his career. One
B day someone told him that a
= wedding house was designed to
reveal the beauty of a white rose.

— After hearing this, he bucked up and
decided to give his farm another
e chance. Half a year later, he
= personally visited the site and paid
_ N homage to the manager. (Celia said
T = good design not only brings

J e ? happiness to people but also

R

encourages one to face difficulties)

Most Japanese wedding houses are
located in rural sites but this one is
totally different. It is in urban site and
cramped between two buildings. The concept developed out of the need to add a natural
sensation to the site because nature and romance are always linked to the Japanese

concept of wedding.

Celia said the first idea was very direct; the wedding house is a flower while in later
development it evolved into a more delicate and symbolic form. It is said that the flowering
process from budding to blossom is a complete analogy of a wedding from acquaintance

to marriage.

Further elaboration on the design even added the rose fragrance to the air, and the white
color was unmistakably adopted as the main color tone in the space against the

backdrop of earthy colors.

The chapel space provides a more secluded ritual process with a narrow pathway that
opens up to the main space. An aisle of white roses in a decorated canopy distills natural
light from a skylight landing on the floor with a changing and fantastic light quality that
gives every married couple an unforgettable impression. A big bas-relief panel full of white
roses was created by an artist; it rises up in a romantic sensation to an apex.

The ante-hall is more abstract than the chapel interior; glass columns illuminated within
builds an impression as if walking in a forest of roses. Celia said at the day of its
inauguration the guests were all amazed. Their exclamation signifies a pay-back of the
designer's endeavor, a priceless award for a designer. Translated by Ray S.C.Chu & David

Mark Riz
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3 Plan 4. White color and natural light signifies marriage and its sacred meaning 5. Artist's
creation of a bas-relief piece pushes the romantic sensation to the apex 6. Evening view of
the chapel 7. Love and marriage are the message of the space
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