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® Born and raised in Taipei, Celia Chu has
always been immersed in the creative arts, and
this fascination eventually led her to pursue
further education in New York City. After
graduation, Celia stayed on in the Big Apple and
joined one of the top interior design firms in the
world. Her six years in New York marked the
beginning of her career in the world of hospitality
design. In 2007, Celia returned to Taipei to launch
her namesake interior design firm, Celia Chu

Design & Associates.

“QOur firm is not big. We are a group of
designers working together who are not afraid of
trouble and love to travel and tell stories.” Celia
said, “Our cases come from around the world
like Japan, Vietnam, Switzerland, the farthest one
is in Cairo. | like to travel everywhere, drawing
inspiration from different cultures to keep my
design fresh. For every new case, | like to go to
the local market and the street to see things. The
museum is a must-see, but | prefer to get in touch

with the people." [>
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® About The Interior Design of Rosewood Bangkok

Celia: It took us six years to work on the Rosewood
Bangkok and I am most proud of it. We got involved in the very
early stage of this project, when KPF worked out a plan of the
architectural design, we started to work on the interior design.
We and KPF have a great understanding with each other, take
the arrival hall for example, if the architect did all the design,
it would be too strong comparing with the interior, so we and
KPF decided to design the arrival hall together, we designed
first and then KPF added their details. When we made the
room plan, KPF would adjust the position of window frame

according to the bathroom we designed.

Rosewood Bangkok has only 159 rooms, yet the
architectural structure is irregular, tilted and even turned,
that’s why we designed more than 50 room plans. The most
difficult part is the curtain, which is time-consuming but
interesting. The biggest challenge is how to ensure the design
is timeless, the project took six years to complete and for the

next 15 years I hope it will last in the market.

I paid visit to Bangkok for more than 50 times in six
years, work is a good reason to travel. I find an interesting
phenomenon. The locals see their culture differently from
the way we foreigners do. As a designer, you may emphasize
what you like, but the locals may not feel the same. In the
beginning, I converted the Thai culture that I understood with
a modern touch, but then I re-created it, thinking about how
to put Thai culture in instead of converting it, so that not only
the foreigners can experience Thai culture but also the local
people can resonate with it. I want to create an enjoyable space

for both foreigners and locals.

® The Smallest Case

Celia: My smallest case is the White Rose Chapel at
Grand Hyatt Fukuoka, Japan. The location of the chapel is
quite undesirable, sandwiched between a mall and the hotel,
so there is no scenery to borrow from, but I believe the best
scenery is the future of the newlyweds. Love is like planting a
flower, people take care of it and witness it grow and blossom.
This idea only took me half an hour. The entrance of the chapel
is like a flower bud, with each step forward, the space slowly

opens until the white roses are fully in bloom.

DESIGN

Later, a gentleman from Kyushu who farms white roses
found me to say thanks. Once a typhoon hit Kyushu and
destroyed his entire rose farm. He was over sixty years old at the
time. He said the White Rose Chapel I designed gave him the

strength to start over.

I don’t want my design to be just beautiful for photo shoot,
I hope people can be really comfortable staying in my space. If
my design can make a little difference in one’s life, it will be the

greatest encouragement to me.

® About Design Trends

Celia: The Western guests and Asian guests have different
perspective, but they are getting similar and more and more
appreciative of local culture. If there exists a design trend, then
it might be the integration of the local culture. I don’t think
there is a fixed design frame or routine in the market, otherwise
it will be boring as a designer and the guests will feel boring
too. As a designer, my best working state is to keep changing.
Based on different brand positioning and city, I will try different
approaches, think about what story I am going to tell and what

lifestyle I want to create for the guests. [>
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osewood Bangkok opened on March 31, 2019,
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adding a new icon to the Bangkok skyline.

Two graceful structures have been masterfully
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combined, the 30-storey standalone building's
form is inspired by wai, the charming Thai gesture of
hands pressed together in greeting. Between the "hands",
a 10-story-high indoor waterfall hang over the sky pool at
9th floor, the sound of water sweeps the city noise away.
As the 27th property of Rosewood in the world, the
hotel is the brand's second destination in Thailand after

Rosewood Phuket opened in late 2017. The architecture is
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designed by the KPF Architects of New York and the Thai
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design company Tandem Architects, interior is designed
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York designer Avroko handled the restaurant and bar.
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This September, we interviewed with Celia Chu at

G&O Café on the 9th floor of Rosewood Bangkok. Celia said

i

it was fun to be interviewed in the space she designed.
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Just as KPF adopts the Thai greeting wai as architectural
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central axis, the humbleness in Thai culture is also what
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impresses Celia the most. Her design of Rosewood
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Bangkok is gentle and warm, in line with Rosewood's A

Sense of Place philosophy. [>
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= 1041/38 Ploenchit Road, Lumpini, Pathumwan Bangkok, 10330, Thailand
= +66 2080 0088

= www.rosewoodhotels.com

™

i

=

\EEREE REARDY

NN

WENREEL, AEMNETNIASRENS, HEHERE
FaBEMSIERE.

Sense KT RLAERE BT EMERBSERDE, &
EEESRENENMER, £ Spa ZHWER, ZEHIRIT SPAT
Bl BEBFIRE? BLERIMAMNEH T EZAEEEEIR,
Celia FEAAMENTINR, BEERENAREMREN, HA
MNEHXERR, OBIUMFEH TR, 5 ZRKEF,
EEEEE LA B RER RN BASGE, ERANERITR
B9 Spa B PRIART Spa FIKEH.

MWEEAIRESE

BEENOH wai SEREE ;

Lakorn E/T , R URESEAZRRE;
BEEND

SHRBEEENRAY Spa =idl,

s
i REL E

iumu i

_.
R T,

Cxr it
el

::E -.I.

i
g
:

=

Designing the hotel is like writing a modern novel about
Thai Culture, bearing the memories and emotions of Thai
people. On the first floor, the entryway’s modern metalwork
sculpture is in the form of wai spelled in ancient Thai alphabet
by artist Jiandyin, as the first chapter of the novel.

Lakorn, the city view brasserie serving breakfast and
afternoon tea is on the 7th floor near the lobby. To many people,
music box is a wonderful gift and music enlightenment in their
childhood. Inspired by it, Celia transforms this restaurant into
an elegant European-style space, the carved flowers on the

ceiling and screens are like the vivid impression from childhood.
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The finishing touch is authentic Thai vocabulary, a curtain
made of delicate metal pieces in the shape of long fingernail
from Thai classical dance.

Sense, A Rosewood Spa occupies the entire sixth floor
with five treatment rooms and a hair salon and nail bar. How
to design a Spa space in Bangkok the Spa capital? It seems that
neither the traditional nor the modern can make a difference.
Celia thinks of the caves in Thailand which will calm you down
when you step in. Working with local artists, the wall of the
treatment rooms shows a natural cave-like texture, expressing

the spirit of Thai Spa in an avant-garde Spa space. [>
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The 159 guest rooms and suites at Rosewood Bangkok have been
designed to mirror the intimacy of the private home of a well-traveled Thai
family, and all guest accommodations are enriched by books, art, accessories
and personal touches seemingly collected by the family over the course of
their travels.

Celia Chu's team is extremely good at the design of room plan. Deluxe

Rh A ; { Room starting at 42 square meters feels like a suite. After entering the door,

oy I"--'~---.__:__ - — 5
THE] .&?ﬁiﬁﬁvé - i i A guests first take off their shoes at the shoe couch in the foyer before walking

f-’-:‘ﬂf,m.g.? - ——— o \ 5 into the living room, where a custom-made sofa and round table replace the

&V&*ﬂ,\?)ﬂ ~F AL ; i3 14 .J . writing desk. Even though the guests have to work, the designer wants them to

N N st ; o NS - work in a relaxed mood in the lounge atmosphere. It's Rosewood’s positioning
- | Wt Ri TN 140 - 1w 3

= .._EL% B A <o % & et to let guests feel that they are not staying at a hotel.

Pops of turquoise blue and emerald green against a calming backdrop of

white, cream, brown and luxurious gold color tones, the visual effect is still the
gentle warmth of the Thai. Celia’s favorite detail is the brown resin wall tile
specially made for the bathroom wall , its surface depicts traditional pattern
from the ancient Thai architecture. This pattern is magnificent in the Grand

Palace but understated in the guest room. >
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an Bel Chinese Restaurantand Lennon's Bar
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Nan Bei Chinese Restaurant on the 19th floor and the
bar Lennon’s on the 30th floor are both designed by New York
design firm Avroko. Nan Bei is the signature main restaurant of
Rosewood Bangkok where Chinese chefs cook the world-famous
Beijing Roast Duck and Southern Chinese seafood dishes.
Fanciful interior design touches are inspired by the lyrical
Chinese folktale of the Weaver Girl and Cowherd. A custom-
woven art feature stretches the length of the ceiling, in homage
to the Weaver Girl who weaves clouds for the sky. Two luxurious
VIP private dining rooms complement the story with silk wall

panels and mirrors referencing the mystical pond where the

Weaver Girl and Cowherd first meet and fall in love. A dazzling
light installation of 600 illuminated birds in flight references
characters in the tale.

Perched on the highest floor of the hotel with magnificent
city view, Lennon's is an underground style bar inspired by the
mid-century home-recording studio. Guests can choose from
a 6,000 vinyl collection of jazz, pop, rock and blues, even buy a
long-lost favorite. Responding to nostalgic music, the wine list
restores a variety of classic cocktails hand mixed with the rare

vintage spirits of the last century. There is also a cigar bar on the

mezzanine level accessible via a custom spiral staircase.




