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making room
&3
To resolve space constraintséthis Taipei apartment

was designed to resemble a “magic box’, with
“surprises” waiting behind different walls and doors.

Tent by Sasha Gonzales
Phetagraphy by £.0DA




Located in Tapei's financial district, within the
iconic Xin-Yi residertial skyscraper, is a high-erd
apartmant designed by are of Taipel's top interice
designers, Colia Chu, Principai Designer of Celia Chu
Design & Associdtes

The apartment consists of a grand Inving space, a
quiet roam to relax in, an elegant doing rooen, a stylish
master bedroom, a guest roam, and 2 lring room with
floor-ta-ceilng wndows cffanng vieas of Taipsai 101,
1t alsa bossts a range of besutiful features, incuding
bespoke, ful-height reom diider doores, a freestanding
fluedeoss spbsrical firepdacs, & cuned linished wall
e aster bedroo, snd & freastanding Lethtub and
bespoka shalving in the masier batlvoom.

Inspired by a “magic box™
*l degigned thig apartment Lo resamible 8 ‘'magic hox'
of 30e18, somathing that would halp maximise the
avarall yout a2 wall 88 appaal to tha awner's senan
of adventire and naed for fiexibility” 238 Chu, whais
basedin the Tatwaness capital.

For ingtancs, the guest bedroom faaturas hiddan

it it

starage and a TV that can he fully concealed at night
with a full-haeight sliding door, During the day, tha apan
kitchen serves as the perfect braakfast spot, but after
dark, it transforms into a whisky bar, complete wth a
wine shelf hidden behind a black hairline-tarted metal
wall. The ambient lighting from the glass shei further
adde ta the fazhionable and modern fesl of the room

“Instead of replicating something from awr porticlio,
Fcustomised the dasign of the apartment 1o suit the
oanar's prafemnces and ifastye. My goal was to alfer o
versatile dng space that could be open-plan or zoned
as naquired. By stnply cpenitg o Sostyg diffenant
doors, the owines can craate diffarent layouts sid
opaces 35 ha wishes " sha gaye.

"Gaven that tha client is young and single, | wantad
a redatively opan, oft-lke erndronment that would
allow him to angoy s spaca fully” Chu adds, *At the
88me time, | coraldansd his needs snd prateronoas
oo the reoct dhacachs, inchuding the possitdlity of him
starting a family, Thanks 1o the warsatila lsyout, ha can
raconfigure the spaca a3 neadad in the future without
faaling constrainad by its orgnal design.”
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the art of storyielling

Whan Jesigiing the apartmet, Chiy, whoss wiek &
Ireprined by art. waited to create sometheng truly special
&z wall 38 comvey 8 meaningful namathva,

"I take pride in using my designs to tall stoes, evoke
amatans, and g Indhduality and depth te 3 project,”
sha coplaing, “In this cass, the oanar sprassed a lovs
foe variation and a willngress to embeace Innovation, |
transformad hes home to eflect this while pushing design
aoud artistic bourdarkes”

The interior design celehrates the three iconic
cylindrical columns that stand proudly n the apartment.
These circular concrete columns ware concentualisad
by American architact Richard Mries, who designed the
building and wha is wel-known far his use of geometric
designs and the colour white,

As Chu planred the layout of the apartment, she
chalkenped barsef 1o uss thase columne in 3 uniqus way,
paying homage to Meier's “design floa™ whis respectng
tha snace constrainta of the apartment.

To craate distingt 2ones within the home, for axampla,
sha utdised thae columns 3 ratural dividers. To ensuns

that the intenar degign complementad the buiding’s
white sesthetic, she incoporated the white colour tone af
tha columng, etfectivaly linking the architectune with tha
intarior dagign.

Additionally, she paid tribute 1o Maier's design by
incurpuesting & weyish concmts compooent, furthes
eMmphapising the unique faatures of his architacturs

curves and textures

Tha spartmant's intarior srchitectune faatures planty
ot curved shapes and linas bayord the cofumns, Cha
selected modem furniture with soft, smocth edpas, rather
than cubic paecas, to halo play this up, This appeoach, she
rotes, belps to brdpe the gap betwest) the architectural
elements ard fixtures, praviding 2 cohesive and visually
appealing space.

She alsa addad textura ta the walls as a complement
to the concrate elamant of tha design, In the master
bedroom, she uzad a single finish wrap from toor to wall
= but rather than cormventional materials like marbke or
tike, she uzed speciized, locally made textural paintin s
colour that matched the concrete calumns,
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challenges resolved

AS I chant was the cody resident in the Ludding who
retained all of Mebar's architectunl columns, Chu

was facad with tha chalianga of having to saamiassly
Integrata 1ha structues into her design white stil
fuffiling his racuest for thraa hedrooms,

“It wasn't exasy, ghvan the s2a of tha arginal kayout
and the plan to oreate 3 spacious and comdortabla
environmant, My 'maglc box’ dasign concapt addnessed
this challerge Ly allawkg me to create 3 more flexitle
space and accommodate my clent's wishes at the zame
time," she shams,

Anather challenge that arose was deciding whare
1o position the master badreom. Traditional design

princples would have placad it 8t the back of the
apartment, n & quieter ared, but the would have
meant sacrificing tha stunning vews of Taipai 101, Chu
tharatons had to tind & way 10t the framt room nto
a comfortabla and functionsl sanctusry for her clent,
Now, the canar can ook out at the bresthitakng Taod
skylins fram his bed,

AMAzing veras asde, the apartiment stands out
for its helliant use of space, which makas it & winnsar
In A small hit dansety populatad city lika Taipai, whane
slzabla dwellings are otten hard ta come by

Thi rusuit ks a trudy luxurious, flexdbie ard Wsually
Interesting abode that resolves space lindtaticns whiks
creating a feeling of expansheness
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