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CELIA CHU *%1&%

WHO Principal, Celia Chu Design
Celia Chu Design #2 &5

WHERE Taiwan &

WHY Born and raised in Taipei,
Celia Chu graduated from the
Parsons School of Design in New
York City before going on to join
Tonychi & Associates. In 2007,
she launched Celia Chu Design
in Taipei, working with a roster
of national and international
clients such as the Ambassador
Hotel in Taipei, Hotel Kapok
Shenzhen Bay in China, and
several Hyatt brand hotels
throughout Asia-Pacific.

NAOKO TAKENOUCHI

WHO Co-founder and director,
Takenouchi Webb

Takenouchi Webb & BRI A ES
WHERE Singapore ¥l

WHY Naoko Takenouchi first
studied architecture in Tokyo,

studies in
Nottingham, England, where she
specialised in interior design. She
worked in Tokyo for Shigeru Ban
and Claudio Colucci before
joining Design Studio Spin. On
moving to Singapore, she worked
for SCDA Architects before setting
up her own office with Marc Webb
in 2006 — Takenouchi Webb is an

continuing her
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Which of your early projects was
most important in establishing
you as a designer?

The White Rose Chapel at the
Grand Hyatt Fukuoka remains a
special project, as it conveys a
level of genuine emotional
responses through design.

What were your objectives at
that time?

[ was interested in eliciting a sense
of grandeur and timelessness into
my creative endeavours, down to
the smallest details.

What do you consider your
greatest achievement?

Every project starts with a story,
narrated through my creative
vision with artistry, passion,
and elegance.
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integrated design firm specialising
in hospitality and retail.

How did you become interested
in design as a career?

Since I was a child, I have always
loved to look at building plans
and imagine what the spaces
were like.

When you begin work on a
new project, what is your
starting point?

I always take the existing site
with the brief and let my
experience and imagination fly.

What is the best moment of the
day for you?

When I see my husband, and
partner, with our newborn son,
playing and smiling together.
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