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Redefining Hospitality Design

iR &ad1bAY Celia Chu Design & Associates T4
BATARVERESHISENAEREE » SEERE
MUBENAERER XBETREEE > AN
HERBENBREETRANEHRER » NEHNR
5T 57 ik 2 2 14 B 2537 5R ¥ o Based in Taipei — interior
designer Celia Chu's hometown — Celia Chu Design &
Associates has established itself as one of the leading
design firms in Taiwan since it was first established
in 2007. The studio serves an international roster of
clients in Asia Pacific and Europe, and offers a wealth of
experience in the fields of luxury and boutique hotels
and restaurants. Being the principal figure and visionary
of the firm, Chu has created a number of elegant
and contemporary hospitality and upscale residential
projects that capture her flair for sophistication and
layered richness, reinventing hospitality design.

Text by Nicole Chung
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DESIGN l insights

nspired by a passion for art and design, international interior

designer Celia Chu combines practical functionality and her unique
expression in design sensibilities fo form a holistic approach to all her
projects. The end result is always refined and personalised, with a variety of
influences reimagined fo form that signature touch, Born and raised in Taipei,
Celia has always been immersed in the creative arts, and this fascination
with arf eventually led her to pursue further education in New York City.
Stroling down memory lane, Chu recdlls @ time when she was a young
child, where she would anficipate reading the newspaper, not for the news,
but for housing adverts. From these pages, she would gather inspiration
and draw blueprints of her room from an eorly age, clearly demonstrating
her love of design. Growing up, she continued to refine her eye for art and
design, bringing a unique creative vision to life in the realm of hospitality
design.
As such, her firm's main competitive edge lies in its combination of inspired
creativity and comprehensive design strategies, and each project is
underfoken with ifs own unique approach and appropriate narrafives that
reflect the sensibility and the spirit of their cesthetic. And since the firm was

first established in 2007, Chu has led her topnofch team to complete

126 |

many awardwinning hotels, restaurants, spas, service apartments in o wide
variety of international locations, including the Ambassador Hotel in Taipe,
several Hyatt brand hotels and the recent Rosewood Hotel in Bangkok,

Thailand.

A new point of view

Chu's studio was borne from a desire to build an interior design practice
that offers practical solutions that integrate elegance and her distinctive style.
She believes designers are born with an innate sense of beauty, but not all
of them know how to sfrike a balance between aesthetics and practicality.
Aesthefics is a relafively easy element, so her emphasis is often focused in
practicality and safety.

When asked about the people who have had the most profound impact on
her career, she smiles and says she is lucky to have met a wide number of
designers who had o great impact at different stages of her life, allowing
her to view the world from different perspectives, while also offering a host
of unique opportunities. She speaks especially highly of her experience
working for renowned designer Tony Chi, who she admires greatly fill this

day. When she was working in Tony Chi's practice, not only did she learn



the imporiance of design, she also leamed lifeimpacting values. Being a
woman in a male-dominated industry, Chu believes that female designers
are actually no different from her male counterparts, however the advantage

of wmking with women lies in their inclusiveness and Hexibilify,

All about storytelling

Chu believes that hotel design is the most complex area of the field,
because it involves numerous elements — from market frends fo design frends
— from originality to brand positioning. She has a unique narrative when
it comes to defining spaces, believing the role of design goes far beyond
aesthetics. She feels how you tell the story of the brand is important, as is
the kind of user experience you would like to create. Only be combining
fhese aspects can you create a one-ofakind hotel experience.

Chu's work is found all around the globe, and when she approaches a new
project, her thought process always starts with the city's culture. “Different
local customs and cultures definitely result in a unique design,” she says,
"Far example, during a recent project in Switzerand, we tried to add Asian
colours while reiaining a reference fo the local culure. Meanwhile, we tried

fo articulate the local heritage while incorporating innovative elements to

present a space that resonates with the contemporary on a recent project in
Egypt.” Because there are endless possibilities in design, a welldesigned space

is often about how the designer inferprets the story of the space.

Back to the future

Having been in the industry for many years, Chu is dedicated to giving back
fo the community and creating a better future for the nex! generation, which
goes some way fo explain her commitment to advocating for green design.
"Sustainable development is important all over the world right now, and
this is just as important in the world of design. | hope o do my part when
it comes to protecting the environment, starting from our daily habits at the
office. Of course, this requires everyone to join hands, including our clients
and confractors. In return, we facilitate better and healthier lives for the next
generation,” she explains. In terms of design, Chu insists she will continue to
integrate local culture and her green design concept into each project. As such,
we look forward fo seeing more of her unique and timeless work for many

years fo come. 4§
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