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Designer | Celia Chu Design& Associates / Celia Chu

Participants | Rebecca Tsai, Luc Chiang, Natasha Chang, Carolina Su, Jay Lai

Lighting Design] UNOLAI DESIGN / UNO LAI

Photographer | Owen Raggett, Panoramic Studio

Category | Hotel

Location | Thailand

Materials | wood veneer, gemstone, marble, fabric, leather, art glass, custom
lighting fixture, wall-covering, carpet, tiles, titanium plate, stone
floor, fiberglass, baked painting, wisteria wall, plaster trim, wood
floor, terrazzo

Size | 49,587m2

Design period | April 2013 — April 2017

Construction period | April 2017 — April 2019
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Celia Chu Design& Associates / Celia Chu
Celia Chu Design was founded by a wish
that interior design be both functionally
sound and full of aesthetic appreciation.
The firm has custom designed many
hospitality facilities, and won warm
applause for its exceptional quality. Now
Celia Chu is known around the world
and their designs always bear profound
statements regarding local perspective or
ideas that catch up with the demands of
social desire or quest for a better life.
Celia Chu Design offers design service
in various fields such as architecture,
interior design, product design and
landscape layout. Chu truly believes that
a good design always reflects local culture
without sacrificing marketing demands
and designer's artistic value.
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1. “Wai” sculpture sends a
welcoming message to the
customers. 2. Famous architectural
firm KPF designed the Rosewood
Bangkok building.
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3. Identical Thai building motifs on window
frames and corner motifs. 4. Local artists
produced many of the furnishing objects
in the reception space. 5. Reception
table exhibits local wood crafted art.
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Celia first imagined a life for a fortune filled Thai family member who has good social links and enjoys making friends. The
hotel is a place he constantly dropped by. Rosewood Hotel is a recently opened five star hotel in Bangkok. The building was
designed by KPF with a significant feature like a welcome hand gesture sign in Thai culture called “Wai”. The floor size is not
particularly large and its unique volume posed design challenges for Celia’s team. To elaborate the local identity and Thai style
home intimacy, Celia started from basic quest for the dalily life in the capital city.

Celia recalled when she travelled in the country she felt the local people were passionately friendly to foreigners and they
always matched their palms as a polite gesture. Celia used this very common gesture as a pictorial sign and constructed it in
furnishing details like “Wai”. Celia also mentioned that the Rosewood CEO and actual owner of the hotel are all female. They are
sensitive and shared the same emotions and aesthetic preferences that helped Celia’s idea be realized in perfect condition.

Like a piece of literature work

Celia’s design is like a novel and each space is a chapter with a different spatial mode narrated in a specific texture, and
each is independent of the others. The lobby is named as a “chapter for guests”, dominated by a sculpture named by “Wai”.
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6. [lLakorn] restaurant is enjoyed not only by foreign guests but also by local customers. 7. Local artists played important roles in providing the
furnishing objects. 8. Ceiling is featured like a swirling dancing rhythm. 9. The counter of the pavillion. 10. Lakorn restaurant is like a musical box,
fantasized like walking into a dream world.

Furnishing elements are mostly elaborated by traditional motifs including bead-like elements screened the windows and wall
motifs in corner turns. Reception, situated in the seventh floor, is like an art gallery filled with glass art pieces, done by local
artists, and local gold-foiled covered and crafted wood tables. Marble added to a few positions enriches its lavishness and
adds a contemporary fashion on traditional mode. Celia loved to work together with local artists and most furnishing objects,
except a few lighting fixtures, all came from the hands of local artists.

lLakorn | restaurant is right adjacent to the reception hall. The hotel serves food around the clock and is enjoyed not only by
foreign guests but also by local customers. Celia shaped the space as a musical box with a vine motif; the space is decorated
with dancing dolls identical to Thai features like decorative finger caps. This identical element is used as a basic motif and
woven into a screen. Religious dancing is very important in Thai culture and the dancers with lavish costumes and decorative
objects on their bodies foster an outsider’'s impression of Thai culture. Celia recognized the most unique part of Thai dancing
and so she used reflective and curved metal pieces to decorate the ceiling finish; the surface of metal sheets reveal identical
motifs used in traditional clothing. Spa space shows a similar skill of transformation; the space for Thai massage is totally
embraced by surface reliefs like in a real grotto.



Thai culture guest room

Guest rooms display a rich Thai culture, different from that in public zone, by representing daily life of a typical Thai family. The
room is furnished with authentic local objects, art works and books in the Thai language. It represents how locals live and invites
curiosity into Thai culture. Celia personally loves the standard room and its layout because she optimized the space by creating
a sensitive touch in properly deployed hollow screens. Other room styles, exceed 50 different types, but all enjoy a delightful
experience to fit a customer’s choices. There is one type equipped with a swimming pool for a few customers, who enjoy sport
on daily and regular basis.

Celia said that her design at first encountered identity problems because her client, being a local, had already possessed an
impression of Thai culture. If the design was executed under the persistent Thai impression, Rosewood hotel would be a very
common hotel like many others have done to attract only foreign customers. But the current execution did significantly transform
and renew the impression of Thai culture, and the outcome is quite successful because the hotel is not only welcome by foreign
guests but locals also enjoy its space as it invites memories of their past and its future in progress.

interior NOV 2019 12

16

11. DIBEHIT F-iE S R A BERE - & S AR O A hE A VTERFAZ 1Y SPA ZE[] o 12, —i% B AUEF 14 PR/ - AliH A EFEHITIEE « 13, FRE s 2=[E 222k 5
{HHEARER > B HIZERIZIIRE « 14, PR R (2210 2 48 » 45 50 2 [P #E] - W AiEREE - 15, FFpREHI (220 % 48 » 15 50 2% fl-~ (6]~
THIFRE] - Ay NUEER © 16, Wil Az - EEEIEROk B RBIC 25 - LSRR e R T -

11. Spa space, as secluded as inside a grotto. 12. Standard guest room layout. 13. Motifs on the screen were taken from local costumes. 14. There
are more than 50 types of guest room design. 15. There are more than 50 types of guest room design. 16. Bathroom is centered by a big bath tub

with feathered royal seal on the surface of the tiles.
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1. Reception table is embellished by wood sculpture
in leather trimmed finish and marble. 2. Spa room and
surrounding grotto relief made by FRP modeling. 3.
Bathroom and decorative relief using an image of the Thai
royal coat.
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1. Each space is represented as a piece of written story. 2. Public zone and private
guest rooms both provide significant Thai impression, only in different styles. 3.
Harmonious impression that reveals Thai culture. 4. Rosewood branding is featured in
every detail in the design.






